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            November 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

As many of you will be aware, Mrs Gibson, head teacher at Devonshire Infants, will be retiring at Christmas this year. 

I know families will be sorry to say goodbye and will be very grateful for everything Mrs Gibson has done during her 

time at Devonshire. I am fortunate to have worked with Mrs Gibson since she joined Devonshire Infants in 2008 – as 

deputy head whilst I was the head teacher. Over the next 14 years, she has been head of school, and more recently, 

head teacher at Devonshire Infants. She really has Devonshire at the heart of all that she does, and I know has been 

incredibly proud to be your head teacher. Like all of us who have worked with the local families and community, I 

know that Mrs Gibson will always have ‘a piece of Devonshire’ in her heart.  

In my role now, as Chief Executive of Victoria Academies Trust, which both Devonshire Infants and Juniors are part 

of, I have the pleasure of updating you on the news of the new head teacher at Devonshire Infants.  

From January 2023, Mrs Waldron, currently head teacher at Devonshire Juniors, who many of you already know, will 

take over as head teacher across both Devonshire Infants and Juniors. Some of you will remember that this was a 

role I was fortunate to have in the past, and I know how exciting this opportunity is. Mrs Waldron has worked at 

Devonshire Juniors for a number of years, and as with Mrs Gibson, has played a number of roles, including head of 

school, and more recently head teacher. I know that she is very excited and proud to be able to take on this position. 

This is a significant role, and it is wonderful that Mrs Waldron has a strong and skilled Senior Leadership Team to 

support her. Mrs Williams and Mrs Clements will both remain as deputy heads. I know that across the schools, we 

have a great team who will work as one to support both schools from January.  

As a Trust team, we will ensure we are working alongside and supporting Mrs Waldron as she transitions into her 

new role. I am sure you will want to join me in congratulating Mrs Waldron, and hope you agree that under her 

leadership, both Devonshire Infant and Devonshire Junior are in safe hands, and that the future is very bright. 

I know that Mrs Gibson will have opportunities to speak with you as she enters her final half term at Devonshire, 

when you will be able to wish her a long, healthy and happy retirement- and join with me in thanking her for her hard 

work and commitment to our school. I have already told her that the door is always open; once part of the Devonshire 

family, always part of the Devonshire family! 

Many thanks for your continued support of Devonshire Infants and Juniors.  

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Sharron Philpot 

CEO 
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